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THE u/e/itheh.
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate that It

Will be generally fair.

It has developed that the sound
money movement in Missouri was try¬
ing to do business on a fifty-cent basis.

The English end of the Salvation
Army controversy can be depended
upon to accuse Ballingtoa Booth of
Jingoism.
Those who observed the progress of

the Georgia financial debate were im¬
pressed with the idea that ex-Speaker
Crisp's voice lasted much longer than
his logic.

The fact that Brother Morgan bor¬
rowed the words and ideas of a dead
man doesn't permit him to pose as a

master of the dead languages.
Mr. Grosvenor, the statistician of the

McKinley boom, has taken a vacation
and retired to some secluded spot to
nurse his shattered imagination.

*

That Buffalo woman who named
thirteen co-respondents in her divorce
petition had an unusual as well as an

unlucky number of reasons for desiring
to return to single life.

The very best Mr. Depew can do for
Governor Morton is to Incline to the
belief that he will have a very fair
show at St. Louis, provided McKinley
is not nominated at an early stage of
uie game. If Depew was ever enthusi¬
astic for Morton, he has been affected
by the oozing out process.

It is doubtful if the female suffra¬
gists have heard from Denver. There
is an ominous silence all along the
lines. It is not for us to explain the
dismal results. We await with interest
the explanations of that gifted cham¬
pion, Lillie Devereaux Blake. The sim¬
ple facts, however, are that the women

of Denver, after all the preparations,
did not go to the polls to any large ex¬

tent, and allowed the bcodlers to cap¬
ture the city. Not *.>ven free rides and
?nolrt^iAal iffce cream could get them
out. They simply would not avail
themselves of their inalienable rights.
It was a moral Issue, too, that ap¬
pealed to them, and it had been pre¬
dicted that they would roll up like a
wave of the sea. They didn't. There
Is some mystery here, and the best one

can do is to waft for "her point of
view." ¦,

HANNA'S ESTIMATE OF PLATT.
It isn't altogether certain that the

somewhat self-satisfied Mark Hanna is
not about right when he contemptu¬
ously dismisses Messrs. Piatt and Quay
-S "political babies." Of course, it is
V * most extreme lconoclasm to even

hint that these gentry are not, as they
profess to be, the Warwicks of the Re¬

publican party, yet is there not some

force In It? Their names are ever In
the public prints, and they are always
holding conferences with a view to
overthrowing some aspiring politician,
but he usually comes out winner after
all. We can concede to them power
almost absolute in their own States,
T>ut when they enter the arena of na¬

tional politics, what triumphs do they
ever win?
Four years ago Piatt and Quay and

Clarkson and Filley, the Missouri boss,
and Foraker, of Ohio, marched with
much blare of trumpets and clanging
of cymbals to Minneapolis, intent on

the overthrow of Harrison. Men stood
in reverent awe to watch this grand old
guard of practical politicians subdue
the Republican party to its will. They
were the President makers. Quay was

the man who really elected Harrison
the first time.said so himself, though
Harrison mildly controverted the claim,
saying the Lord did it. Clarkson rode

(on more railroad trains, stopped at
more hotels and gave out more Inter¬
views than any man In the world ex¬

cept a circus advance agent. How
could any Presidential candidacy'thrive
against his opposition? And Piatt!
Piatt, the Imperious ruler of the Em¬
pire State! His word alone would be
law in a Republican convention.
And so the people sat open mouthed

watching the great politicians beat
Harrison.Harrison the cold, the for¬
mal, the widely unpopular. And while
we watched, lo! Harrison was nomi¬
nated on the third ballot, as it was

evident from the first he would be, de¬
spite the dark hints and mysterious
promises of the political cabal.

It is in the main the same clique
which now antagonizes McKinley in
the face of the patent fact that the Re¬
publican masses are for hirr. The tao-

-!s of 1888.tactics so puerile as to
Mfy Mark Hanna's sneer.are being
ated. Always to-morrow something
ng to be done. Always some mys-

terious plot, which cannot be discussed
nearer the political battle ground than

Florida, Is hatching:. Meanwhile the
McKinleyltes g-o placidly on, picking
up delegates here and there, ^nd wisely
making a riotous ado over every one

for the encouragement of the others.
Unless the opposition to McKinley

unites on some candidate, and that
speedily, the St. Louis Convention will
be only a ratification meeting. The
day of stampeding conventions away
from a favorite is past. And e*en if
the Platt-Quay-Clarkson combine med¬
itates a stampede, whom do they ex¬

pect to lead It? Foraker?

It may be just as well for contesting
delegations to the Chicago Convention
to bear in mind that the sergeant-at-
arms was in early life a blacksmith.

REGULATION OF MONOPOLY.
Defending an adverse report upon

Senator Coffey's bill for the regulation
of telephone charges, Senator Malby
said that the gas, telephone and elec¬
tric companies were always made the
target of some one In the Legislature.
The statement is measurably correct;
the apparent implication of the Sen¬
ator that this is a great wrong and In¬
justice to the corporations mentioned
is wholly indefensible.

If the people cannot appeal to the
Legislature for relief from extor¬
tion practised by monopolistic corpora¬
tions rendering essential sefvices, what
are they to do? If Senator Malby
thinks his grocer overcharges him, or

furnishes him inferior goods, his rem¬

edy is simple. He transfers his custom
to another store. But if telephone
charges are high and service bad, the
subscriber has no such remedy at hand.
The telephone is necessarily a monop¬
oly. The best service can only -be had
by consolidating all the telephone busi¬
ness in the hands of one company.
The advantage to the subscriber is that
it enables him to communicate with
any telephone user In the city. The
disadvantage is that it leaves him at
the mercy of a monopolistic corpora¬
tion. The elevated roads in great de¬
gree occupy a like position, as do the
gas and electric light companies.
To the obvious expediency and even

necessity for regulating by legislative
act corporations enjoying these natural
monopolies the element of justice Is
added. Every such corporation has
asked and secured some public grant
from the people, either the use of a

street, the right to string wires or to
construct subways. In return for these
grants they are always liable to regula¬
tion at the hands of the public from
whom they derived them. For this rea¬
son Senator Malby's objection to that
part of the telephone bill which created
a commission with authority to inve»-
tigate telephone charges Is unfounded.
"A commission should not have this
unusual power to look into the affairs
of private corporations," he said. But
a telephone company, or a street ra'il-
road company, is not a private cor¬

poration. It is a quasi-public corpora¬
tion, and ought to be at all times sub¬
ject to official investigation and offi¬
cial regulation.

It is curious, by the way, that an ad¬
verse report was so swiftly made upon
this measure, though no representative
of the telephone company appeared be¬
fore the committee in opposition. Did
the corporations save time, trouble and
expense by presenting their arguments
directly to the true lawmaker, Mr.
Thomas C. Piatt?

It seems that in the case of Mary¬
land the reform physician simply
changed the boss medicine without re¬

lieving the patient.

MR. DEPEW'S OBSERVATIONS.
Our perennial and blithe hearted

Chauncey has at last got a grand idea
of the railroad system of the Western
country and of the immeasurable re¬

sources of the United States. He and
that able operator, Cornelius Vander-
bilt, have long wished to satisfy them¬
selves on these points, and so they took
a twenty-two days' dash through the
great West in a special oar. Mr. De-
pew, better than any man alive, can

con\ ert an excursion into the gayety
of nations, and pluck as he flies the
flower of anecdote from the thistle of
observation. What he has to say,
therefore, of his investigation of our

country teems with a light-hearted
pleasantry If it does not bristle with
facts.
Both he and Mr. Vanderbllt found

the West solid for protection, and very
much afraid that if there should be a

Democratic President elected business
will be paralyzed. Mr. Depew evident¬
ly has the weakness to agree with the
West in this particular, but his sense
of humor will not permit him to express
it prosaically and boldly. Another
thing that he discovered was that the
war scare had hurt business, and even

agriculture, almost irremediably on the
frontiers. The fear that the United
States would insist upon the enforce¬
ment of the Monroe Doctrine absolute¬
ly blighted Spring wheat, and Demo¬
cratic ..jingoism," in protesting against
the tyranny of Spain, winter-killed the
rye in Kansas. Men in Colorado who
were prepared to make the battle of
life manfully so Jong as Harrison wa»?

President are now pessimistic and dis¬
couraged at the folly of a Congress
that is rushing madly into a defenc
of our coasts. These vital observa
tlons, tinct with Mr, Depew's irreslstl

ble light comedy and the inimitable
snap of a trained raconteur, ought to
sink deep into the minds of his coun¬

trymen.they are so airy, so compre¬
hensive, and withal so joyous.
We hasten to assure the Kansas Re¬

publicans that they may tickle Mr. In-
galls with a Senatorial nomination
without danger of being sent to the in¬
sane asylum.

INGERSOLL IN THE PULPIT.
The presence at last of our esteemed

agnostic townsman, Robert G. Inger-
soll, fully equipped with text and ser¬

mon, In an orthodox pulpit, need not
disgmy the timid among the faithful.
The point to be emphasized at once is
this.that Mr. Ingersoll has gone to the
orthodox church, and there is no ap¬
preciable evidence that the orthodox
church has gone to Ingersoll. No one

who has read the excellent ethical dis¬
course he delivered can have failed to
notice how meek and lowly it all was

In comparison with the sulphurous
blasts that he was wont to pour out
some years ago in Chicago. The fact
is, there is internal evidence in Inger-
soll's more recent work that he is being
born again. We observe that he no

longer insists that he can write a bet¬
ter book than the Bible; he has left oft
excoriating the Deity with the patois
of Peoria, lie has been softened by
the atmosphere of New York to the
gentle amenities of the North Ameri¬
can Review, and there Is a possibility
in- all this that he will ultimately reach
the higher graces of the Ladies' Home
Journal. New York has modified and
rounded out this great objector. We
always believed that 1't would. It is
Impossible to live here and rub against
such men as Mr. Piatt and George
Francis Train without getting spirit¬
ually mellowed. Mr. Ingersoll believes
in progress and fraternity, and having
shown that he can occupy the pulpit
of a Congregational church, without
hoofs and tail, it is only a question of
time to see him on the mourning bench
of the Methodist Church, still growing
in grace and in unctuous rhetoric.

In the selection of General Fitzhugh
Dee for the Havana Consulate Mr.
Cleveland has hardly pleased the Span¬
ish. The Dee family has. quite a streak
of the revolutionary through it.

The Democrats In Congress are said
to plan holding that body in session
until after both national conventions.
Speaker *Reed's mind will be sorely
taxed to discover ways of doing noth¬
ing for so long a period.

For an example of alertness, com¬
mend us to the ice companies, which
raised the price of Ice the very first
day of Springlike temperature. If
President Cleveland would only study
the celeritous mental processes of the
iceman and apply them to the question J
of Cuiban recognition, all would be well.

In the intervals of denouncing the
Cuban patriots as banditti, Spanish
statesmen are declaring that the re¬
forms for which they are fighting are
wholly commendable, and will be
granted if the insurgents will lay down
their arms. How long would It have
taken the Cubans to impress this con-
victidn on the Spanish mind by peace¬
ful means.

The mutual Interdependence of all
the nations of the world Is strikingly
shown by the fact that King Menelek's
victories in Abyssinia have the result
of flooding the United States with un-
desirable and unwelcome Italian immi¬
grants who have left their homes to
avoid conscription, The indications are
that the United States will suffer more
from the Italian invasion than Menelek
did.

The accessories to the McKinley cam¬
paign^ in the shape of spacious offices
In Cleveland, long distance telephones,
multitudinous typewriters, travelling
men galore, postage stamps ad lib. and
orators always on tap, must cost
money. Free-born and loyal Ameri¬
cans may spurn the assertion that the
Presidency can be bought, but no doubt
Thomas B. Reed and William B. Alii-
son will readily admit that a million¬
aire friend like Mark Hanna is an ex¬

ceedingly useful adjunct of a Presiden¬
tial boom.

If the Spanish torles of Havana did
not like Consul Williams on account of
his Americanism, they are not apt to
fall in love with Fitzhugh Dee, a warm¬
hearted soldier and patriot, a generous
enemy, and an American in every fibre
of his being. He is too apt to remind
them of those liberty loving heroes,
Gomez, Maceo and Garcia, whom they
have been endeavoring so long to anni¬
hilate. General Dee is certainly the
man for the place, which at present is
not regarded by the Diplomatic Corps
as a bed of roses.

Senator Cullom does not agree with
Mark A. Hanna concerning his candi¬
dacy. Mr. Hanna says "Cullom Is not
a candidate," and boasts of being able
to carry the Springfield district.Sena¬
tor Cullom's home.for McKinley. On
the other hand, Senator Cullom says:
"I have not withdrawn and do not in-
tend to withdraw." These misunder¬
standings add uncertainty and hilarity
to the campaign. But it is noticeable
that McKlnley's strength Is continually
increasing. The facts, that Harrison
is not a candidate and that Cullom is
a candidate, are of relatively little and
great Importance as the aggregate of
McKinley delegates .continues to grow
more formidable. As McKlnley's
strength increases, Harrison's candi¬
dacy becomes important, while Cul-
loin's becomes insignificant.
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"The Village Postmaster."
I'll confess that I trotted Into the Four¬

teenth Street Theatre last night absolutely
determined that at all costs I would gush
over "The Village Postmaster." I will ex¬
hibit the despicable side of my character
sufficiently to admit that this gush was

contemplated for purely selfish reasons.

My idea was to drive one of the authors of
"The Village Postmaster" to write more

plays, to pour them forth by the ton, to
flood the country with them and thus to
keep himself busily employed. The author
I had in my mind was Jerome H. Eddy.
Mr. Eddy is a most estimable man, who

for years has been -what is known as a

press agent." My readers, of course,
know little about the position covered by
this term. It is only necessary to say that
Mr. Eddy has been employed by various
actors, actresses, companies, managers and
"attractions," to disseminate useless infor¬
mation anent their doings. For example,
he kept me diligently posted upon the deeds
of such people as Robert Mantell, James
O'Neill, Rose Coghlan, Chauncey Olcott
and Augustus Pltou. There was no escape
from the avalanche of knowledge that
descended uninterruptedly upon my poor
unprotected head. Whenever Mr. O'Neill
"began a week's engagement" at Peoria,
111., Mr. Eddy posted a note to me about
It. Whenever the townspeople of Du¬
buque, Iowa, favored Mr. Mantell with an

ovation, it was transmitted to me, by mall,
by Mr. Eddy. I said nothing, but, of
course, I suffered. It was hideous. It
was ghastly. You don't know how tired
one can get of that sort of thing.
When the news that Mr. Eddy had written

a play with Miss Alice E. Ives reached me,
a wild and frolicsome sensation of relief
tltilated my veins. Everything comes to
him who waits, I said to myself, and I
registered a dishonest vow that if my
poor pen could keep Mr. Eddy at plays, the
United States should reek with his efforts.
I should have been just as delighted.even
more delighted, in fact.if I had heard that
he intended to break stones, collect garbage,
or join the police force. It was merely a

case of selfishly adding to my own peace
of mind. I make no defence. My condhct
admits of not the least excuse, but at any
rate I can be frank and lay bare my own

Infamy.
The best laid schemes of mice and men

oft gang aglee, and here I am distressed
ami punished. Right here I feel bound
to say that I would sooner receive news
twice a day at my private house of James
O'Neill, Rose Coghlan, Robert Mantell,
Chauncey Olcott, Augustus Pltou, and any¬
body eise than sit through "The Village
Postmaster" again. It turned out to be
one of the squalid, toory-rooral affairs
filled with the Irrelevant cackle of a

Samaotha, an Ebenezer, a Baptist min¬
ister, a village lawyer and political heeler,
a Methodist minister's son, and, of course,
a village postmaster.
The authors of the "rural play" had no

plot to offer as an excuse for their New
Hampshire episodes. They also had no con¬
ception of the poetry that.if it lurks any¬
where on this prosaic earth.might surely
be looked for In the country. It is quite
absurd to even think In the same think-
tank of "The Village Postmaster," and such
charmingly sympathetic and picturesque
sketches as "The Old Homegtead" and
"Shore Acres." Uncle Joshua Whitcomb
was a character that moved one persistent¬
ly , and I could enjoy a performance of
"The Old Homestead" as thoroughly to¬
day as I d'id when It was first produced.
As for "Shore Acres," its elevating effect
upon the fatigued morals of New Yorkers
is a matter of fact, rather than of opinion.
The types in "The Village Postmaster"

are dragged In for no earthly purpose that
I can see, except It be for the display of
some exceedingly handsome scenic effects.
Including a rain storm of real wet water.
The characters do nothing and are not In
the least amusing. Moreover the story Is
so ineffably trite, that it will scarcely
.stand telling. Miranda Huggins Is in love
with John Harper, who Is obliged to play
at cross purposes until the fourth act. Ben
Deane, a villain is also in love with
Miranda, but Ben has caused the usual
"honest girl," Mary Burden, to go wrong.
Popper Huggins, the village postmaster,
favors the suit of Ben, and everything
goes conventionally wrong until the play
ends, and the play only ends after four
acts, in which there Is not a spark of
humor.
The minister's donation party may, per¬

haps, amuse the unfortunate people who
like that sort of thing; and the glees sung
to the accompaniment of a harmonium will
probably please a large number of the Four-
teents Street Theatre's patrons. Thank
goodness, there was no quartet at that
donation party. I was prepared for the
worst. I expected a quartet, but the agony
was spared me. The "general training
day," which was quite unnecessarily ex¬

plained in a footnote on the programme,
was a by no means exhilarating episode,
but the rainstorms compensated for that,
at any rate. In fact, the rainstorm was

thoroughly enjoyable. There was not
enough of It to please me, though. I could
have stood rain, abundant rain, through
the entire play. The dryness of "The Vil¬
lage Postmaster" clamored for moisture.
The arid surface of the piece cricd for
Irrigation.
The members of the company did all they

could. Miss Bertha Crelghton, who looks
something like Mary Anderson, w-as a

pleasing and almost sympathetic Miranda,
and Miss Harriet Ford was an effective vil¬
lage coquette. Miss Queenle Vassar should
be disciplined and put in the back row.

She was completely out of whatever
picture there was. Miss Amelia Bingham
tried desperately to awaken Interest In the
wronged lady, and the men wore New Eng¬
land accents that were beyond reproach.
You see, I'm candid about "The Village

Postmaster," even though mv candor
injures my own glad young life. I'm
rather sorry that I didn't devote myself
entirely to describing the scenery, which
Is capital. At any rate, I beg of you, I be¬
seech you, to go and see that rain storm.

ALAN DALE.

Why Fitzhucjh Lee
Goes to Guba.

Washington, April 14..Now for a vlg-
orous Cuban policy. In appointing Gen¬
eral Fitzhugh Lee, of Virginia, as Consul-
General at Havana, President Cleveland
has taken a step that unmistakably Indi¬
cates a desire to sustain the Congressional
will as formally expressed in the resolu¬
tions recently passed. Final Executive
action will depend upon the reports of this
Commissioner, whose West Point training
and splendid military record especially fit
him for such a post Just now. The opin¬
ions of General Lee regarding the military
operations on the island will be entitled
to the utmost respect and will be received
with entire confidence by the whale Ameri¬
can people.

It is a wise stroke. Its significance is
obvious when we remember that the Con¬
sul-Generalship, under ordinary circum¬
stances, is a commercial and not a diplo¬
matic ofllce. The selection of a soldier for
this post at this time sends a thrill of an¬

ticipation through the veins of all lovers
of human liberty.
The appointment means that President

Cleveland has taken the Cuban question
Into his own hands. He Is determined
to enforce a more vigorous protection of
the rights of Americans in Cuba than has
been possible under the administration of
Consul-General Williams. The President
has been irritated at the dilatory methods
pursued by Williams during the last four
or five months. The Dygert case convinced
the President that Williams Is not a flt
man to confront Weyler when the liberty,
perhaps the life, of an American citizen Is
involved. Secretary Olney has manifested
a great degree of jmtlence with the present
Consul-General, and undoubtedly prevailed
upon the President to retain Williams
longer than he would have held his place
without the support of the Secretary of
State. Ordinarily Joseph A. Sprlngee, the
thoroughly efficient Vice-Consul, ought to
have succeeded to the office; but President
Cleveland felt that the country demanded
a representative man, not affiliated In any
way with the Williams regime. Therefore
he chose General Fitzhugh Lee.
The resignation of Mr. Williams has been

in the hands of the President for several
months, the understanding being that it
would be accepted upon the appointment
and qualification of a successor. Having
accumulated an independent fortune, and
being actively engaged In business, there
Is no doubt that Williams has preferred to
be relieved of his official duties, unless he
could be left to conduct the office on his
own plans. The repose of the Consul-
General has been disturbed frequently dur¬
ing the past Winter by demands that he
interpose to prevent the Spanish authori¬
ties from summarily shooting or perpe¬
trating outrages upon citizens of the
United States. In these cases the Presi¬
dent insisted upon prompt faction, but he
discovered that the Consul-General could
not be induced to do more than send polite
requests to General Weyler. When the
facts, as related In the Journal, about Dy¬
gert became known to the President, he
Immediately called upon the Secretary of
State for all the Information In his de¬
partment. The reply was that Consul-
General Williams had not forwarded any¬
thing on the subject.
At the same time requests from Senators

and Representatives began to reach the
President concerning Dygert. By his direc¬
tion three separate dispatches were sent
to Williams, urging him to insist upon a re¬

port or statement as to the charges against
Dygert and his Whereabouts and condition.
The response to' the third dispatch brought
Indirect and apparently evasive Informa¬
tion. The President became Incensed at
the confessed Inability of the United States
Consul-General to obtain information that
had already been procured and published
by correspondents of the Journal. He de¬
cided to make a change in the office at
Havana, and his object then was to get a

man for the place who would exercise the
functions of the office In a manner In keep¬
ing with the dignity of the American peo¬
ple. The President was confronted with the
absolute certainty that Congress, In re¬

sponse to the almost universal demand of
the American people, would Insist on some

step in the direction of checking the meth¬
ods employed by "Butcher" Weyler to put
down the Insurrection. He had learned
enough of the system in use at the office of
Consul-General Williams to satlBfy him that
he, as the authority in whom the power of
intervention was vested, could not rely
upon the reports of that officer as a guide
to proper action. It was at this juncture
that the President seriously thought of
sending a commissioner to Cuba to examine
the condition of both sides to the conflict
and thus put the Executive In possession of
information that hi» had not been able to
procure. The difficulties that such a com¬

missioner would necessarily encounter, the
dangers he would have to meet, brought to
the mind of Mr. Cleveland General Fitz¬
hugh Lee.
The intimacy of the ex-Confederate gen¬

eral and Mr. Cleveland dates from the day
of the first Inauguration of the latter, on

March 4, 1885. In the procession General
Lee headed the division oi Southern mili¬
tary organizations. He was cheered along
the entire route with a greater degree of
enthusiasm than was accorded to any other
of the noted men who were in the proces¬
sion. Next day General Lee called on the
President by special Invitation, and the
friendship then formed ripened Into an in¬
timacy that has continued unbroken to the
present moment.
After due consideration the President

concluded that the project of sending a

special commissioner to Cuba was Imprac¬
ticable. It was then that the idea of ap¬
pointing General Lee Consul-General and
combining with the usual duties of the
office the extra requirement that he take
advantage of his position to inform him¬
self as to the real status of affairs in the
Island for the guidance of the President, oc¬
curred to Mr. Cleveland. He invited Gen¬
eral Lee to come to Washington, admonish¬
ing him to avoid all publicity. The Gen¬
eral came, and the result was that he was

persuaded to> accept the Consul-General¬
ship. General Lee did not doslre the office,
notwithstanding the big fees attached. He
preferred to retain his office as Collector
of Internal Revenue at Lynchburg, Va.,
but when the President explained that
he felt the need of his services in the
delicate crisis that confronted him. and as
a valuable aid to the discharge of the grave
duty Imposed upon the Chief Executive,
General Lee gave his consent to .-take the
place.
He will leave for Havana to take charge

of his office just as soon as he can ar¬
range his business with tho Internal Rev¬
enue Commissioner. The early departure
of General Lee will be in accordace with
the wishes of the President, who is grow¬
ing anxious to learn something officially
of a trustworthy nature from the war In
Cuba.
There Is 'iOt the slightest doubt of the

confirmation of General Lee by the Sen¬
ate. He has many friends among the Re¬
publicans of that body, and as the Im¬
portance of his taking control of tho inter¬
ests of thlF country In the disturbed condi¬
tion now prevailing in the Island, is fullyappreciated, thfc Senate will act at once.

JULIUS CHAMBERS.

Tales of the East Side:
The Story of Safai.

There, is nr situation in life
in which learning it not
an advar tni/e. There¬

fore, learn, learn, foam!
.The Talmud.

It was the idle hour of the mart, and the
vendors of Hester street were busy brush¬
ing away the flies. Mother Tolltsky had
arranged her patriarchal-looking flsh for at
least the twentieth time, and was wonder¬
ing whether it might not ba better to take
them home than to wait another hour in the
hope of a chance customer being attract¬
ed to her stand, when a shadow fell across
the flsh. She looked up and beheld a figure
that looked for all the world as if it had
just stepped out of the pp.ges of the Penta¬
teuch. The venerable gray beard, the
strong, aquiline nose, thf; grave blue eyes
and, above all, the air of unutterable wis¬
dom, completed a picture of one of Israel's
prophets.
"God be with the Herr Rabbi!" greeted

Mother Politsky.
"Are they fresh?" ashed the patriarch

giving no heed to he-r salutation.
"They were swimming in the sea thi.

very day, Herr Rabbi. They could not
be fresher if they were alive. And the
price is.oh, you'll laugh at me when I tell
you.only twelve cents a pound."
The rabbi laughed, displaying fine, wide

teeth.
"Come, come, my good mother. .Tell

me without joking what they cost. This
big one and that little one over there."
"But, Herr Rabbi, you surely cannot

mean that that Is too much! Well, well.
an old friend.eleven cents, we'll say. Will
yon take the big on© or the little one?"
The rabbi was still smiling.
"My dear mother, you remind me of

Saral."
"And who was she?" asked Mother Po¬

litsky with interest.
"Sarai was the beautiful daughter of the

famous Rabblner Emanuel Ben Achad, who
lived many hundreds of years ago. She
was famed for her beauty and likewise for
her exceeding shrewdness. Yes, Sarai was

very, very clever."
"And I remind you of her? Well, well.

What a beautiful thing it is to be a rabbi
and know so much about the past! Come
now, I'll say ten cents, and you can have
your choice. Shall I wrap up the big"
"This Sarai," the rabbi went on, "had

many lovers, but of them all she liked only
two. One of these was the favorite of her
father; the other was a poor but handsome
youth who was apprenticed to a scribe.
For a long time Saral hesitated between
the two. Each was handsome, each was a

devoted lover, each was gifted with no

ordinary intelligence and each was brave.
Yet she was undecided, upon which to be¬
stow her heart and her hand."
The rabbi had picked up the big flsh,

and now paused to sniff at it.
"And what did she do?" asked Mother

PSlitsky.
"Ten cents?" said the rabbi, and then,

with a sigh, he laid down the flsh, as if
it were hopelessly beyond his reach.
"Nine then, and take it, but what did

Sarai do?"
The rabbi looked long and intently at the

flsh and then, shaking his head sadly, re¬

sumed his narrative.
"Sarai pondered over the matter for many,
many weeks, and finally decided to put
them to a test. Now the name of her
father's favorite was Ezra, while the poor
youth was called Joseph. 'Father,' she
said one day, 'what is the most difficult task
that a man can be put to?' 'The most diffi¬
cult thing that I know of,' her father
promptly replied, 'is to grasp tlhe real mean¬

ing of the Talmud.'
"Thereupon Sarai called Ezra and Joseph

before her, and said to them: 'H§ that
brings to me the real meaning of the Tal¬
mud shall have my hand.' Wits that not
clever of her?"
"Yes! Yes! But who brought the true

answer?" asked Mother Politsky, with
breathless interest. The rabbi was looking
longingly at the fish.
"Hotw much did you say?"
"Eight cents, eight cents. I don't want

any profit, but who"'
"Neither of the young men," the rabbi

went on, with his eyes still upon the flsh,
"knew anything about the Talmud, but Jo¬
seph, who was well versed in Hebrew, be¬
gan at once to study it, wherein he had the
advantage over Ezra, who knew not a word
of Hebrew."
"Poor Ezra!" murmured Mother Polit¬

sky.
"But Ezra was a shrewd young man, and,

without wasting any time, upon studying,
he went straight to Sarai's father and said
ta him:'Rabbi, you are the greatest scholar
of the world to-day. Can you tell me the
real meaning of the Talmud?' "

"Poor Joseph!" murmured Mother Polit¬
sky.
" 'My son,' said Rabbi Ben Achad, 'all

the wisdom of the human race since the
days of Moses has not been able to an¬
swer that question!' "

The rabbi had taken up the big flsh and
the small one, and was carefully balancing
them.
"Eight you say. I know a place where

1 can get them"
"Seven then. And Joseph?"
" for six."
"Seven is the lowest. But Jo"
The rabbi turned to move away.
"All right. Six cents. But finish the

story. What did Joseph do?"
"Joseph studied many years and came

to the same conclusion. I'll take the small
one."
"But which of them married Sarai?"
"The Talmud does not say. You're sure

It's fresh?" RUDOLPH E. BLOCK.

Jl?e Jester.
Inertia.

Mrs. Wlckwire.How long did you stay In your
last place?
Bridget Agnes.A year ajid a half, mem.
"A year and a half! Dear nip; I'm afrslld you

are not very energetic." Indianapolis Journal.

A Matter of Time.
Parzley.My house at Trllbyvllle is only three

minutes from the station.
Flatler.Oltv or suburban?
Parzley.City or suburban what?
Flatler.Minutes. Roxbury Gazette.

A Clear Conscience.
"Don't some of these old songs haunt you?"
"No; Pve never murdered any of them." Chi¬

cago Record.

A Deadly Revenue.
We are thinking of getting even with a few

oeople by joining a church, and offering their
names for public prayers. Atchison Globe.

Two Kinds of People.
"Half the people In the world are always

crossing bridges before they come to them."
"Yes. and the other half keep on going over

bridges after they've crossed them.'' Chicago
Record.

MeKinley and Blaine.
[Chicago Chronicle.]

Mr. McKlnley was a belated friend of reci¬
procity, which he opposed while his tariff bill
tvas pending, until Klaine whipped him into
the traces. Blaine Is dead, but Mclvinley ought
not to be allowed to roi> his political estate of
Its thunder.

The Growded Gate
to the Great Republic.

The biff German liner Werra Is ex¬

pected In New York Harbor to-day, bearing
to these shores 750 Italians fleeing to thia
country to escape conscription for the war
in Abyssinia. There are practically no ac¬
commodations for them at Ellis Island,
where the law says they must land. The
question, therefore, arises: What is to b«
done with them? Only the Treasury De¬
partment at Washington can answer. Th»
situation, which is one of national impo»
tance, Is serious, and for these reasons:
For many years the Bureau of Immigra-

tion has been conducted theoretically, but
theories have now been relegated to the
past, and the government of the bureau
has been necessarily determined for several
weeks past solely on the hard basis of ex¬
isting conditions. Never before in the some¬
what limited history of the island hav«
the officials stationed there been so sorely
tried as they are to-day. Endeavoring ai
they do to conscientiously perform the
duties of their office, they find themselves
threatened by illness and disease, and yet
they struggle on, unravelling skeins of
tangled humanity, and even breathing an

atmosphere which is inexpressibly vile and
foul. For over two weeks have they under¬
gone this strain, and there seems to be no
Immediate relief in eight. On the contrary,
even the optimists confess that their trials
have only begun. As the weather con¬
tinues to grow warmer clay by day, they
anticipate a corresponding increase of hard»
ship, for the bulletins received from Italian
ports tell them that the unprecedented
Influx of Italian immigrants shows 110 signs
of abating.
In considering briefly the situation, figures

must be employed. Every New Yorker
probably knows the limited capacity of the
Government buildings on Ellis Island, so
when it is stated that on Monday, for In¬
stance, there were nearly 4,000 Immigrants
confined within the buildings. It can readily
be seen that they were packed together in
a manner which, while indecent, was yet
unavoidable. The humidity was extreme
for this season of the year, and the Immi¬
grants, dressed warmly for the sea voyages
just terminated and huddled together like
sheep in shambles, underwent great physi¬
cal discomfort. This would not have been
so, perhaps, had a thoughful Government
provided even the most crude sort of venti¬
lation for the buildings, but the Govern¬
ment Is not always thoughtful. There
exists to-day not the slightest provision
for the entrance of pure air or the exit
of the impure. Under ordinary conditions
the situation is serious, but at present It
is nothing short of appalling. Every one

suffers, but the officials more than others.
They are continually on duty, and worn
out as they are by their fatiguing labor
and the tremendous nervous strain of
managing so many, they a»e poisoned slowly
by the breath f>nd bodily exhalations of
unclean people. The few chances they get
for breathing the pure air of the Atlantic
which blows so uselessly about the island
do not serve to counteract the deadly
effect of the impure atmosphere within, and
already four officials have given up tha
struggle, and now lie 111 at their homes.
Dr. Senner, the Commissioner of Irnml- ,

gratlon, has realized all this, and, aware

as he Is that the tide of Italian Immigra¬
tion will continue for many weeks, he has
urged desperate haste on the part of the
Treasury Department for improvements
which must be made df life Is not to be sac¬

rificed. A special inspector of the depart¬
ment, J. Crawford Neillson. has visited
the Island, and has prepared plans which.
If Governmental custom is to be preserved,
will be promptly pigeonholed, but which,
in the cause of common humanity, should
be carried into effect at once. These plans
call for the construction of two four-foot
ventilating shafts running through either
end of the main building, surmounted by
caps to force in the air. Other plans call
for the erection of dormitories to accom¬
modate at least five hundred people, and
to cost not more than $12,000. The neces¬

sity of these dormitories is apparent. On
Monday night there were confined on the.
Island 053 men, women and children. Of
this number 215 slept in the dormitories
meant to accommodate 196 persons. Tho
remaining 748 slept on the floor In build¬
ings which may be said to have been her¬
metically sealed. The effect oif this can be
no better described than in the words of
Captain Flint, who has charge of the night
watch. "By midnight," he said, "the '^r
was so thick that you could cut It
chunks."
This, then, was the atmosphere .which

from sundown until long after sunrise 748
human beings breathed, add In the crowd¬
ed dormitories the state of affairs was

equally bad. The result of this Is ap¬
parent already In the physical condition
of the unfortunates who have been de¬
tained on the island-for periods ranging
from one week to thirty-four days. Two
brothers, Italians, passed their thirty-
fourth day in the detention pen yesterday.
They came to these shores ruddy cheeked
and clear-eyed. To-day their complexion
is unhealthy, their eyes are lustreless, and
their whole attitude is one of physical dis¬
tress. It will be three weeks before the
question of their right to land will be de¬
cided. In the meantime the physicians will
give them tonics.
They are barred from God's tonic.pur#

air.
Last night there were 897 immigrants

locked up. The Kensington, from Ant¬
werp, brought 230; the Maasdam, from
Rotterdam, landed 225, and the Saale from
Bremen, added 80 to the number. To-day
the Werra, from Gibraltar, will bring <u0,
and each succeeding (lay will Increase the
number. In the meantime the weather will
become more torrid, and the atmosphere
in these Government buildings will become
more vile. It resembles a pest-house now,
and if the Treasury Department is not
active It will soon resemble a dead-house.
In view of these facts, which while

hurriedly stated, may be verified with equal
haste, it might be well for Secretary Car¬
lisle to remove his gaze from the crlRls_ in
Kentucky and consider for a moment tu*
crisis on Ellis Island.

WILLIAM B. SILL.

Fniry Tales.
"Once on a time!" Oh, magic plirase
That brought the light to eager eyes

}ly careless childhood's golden daj'S,
When we were happy and unwise;

When gnomes and glantB, sylphs and sprite*
Abode in towers and forests grand,

In that old realm of youth's delights.
Tho wondrous realm of Fairyland!

Then Princes dressed In cloth of gold.
And Princesses were strangely fair;

To castles gjloomy, weird and old.
Oafs dragged their captives by the hair;

Queens rode on palfreys that had wings;
Knights went to war In ten-league shoe^

And half the men on earth were Kings.
The other halt formed retinues!

Oh, Fancy-land of happy youth!
Thy Joys, alas! are all too lleet;

By years so fraught with cruel truth
Our disillusion is complete.

But even yet, how strange and dear
The wonders of that golden clime,

And how our pulses thrill to hear
Those luring words, "Once on a time!"
.Arthur Grlaeom, in Kansas City World.


